Origin and Genetic Background of Insulinomas.
Insulin-producing B cell tumors (insulinomas) are the most frequent functioning endocrine tumors of the pancreas. Available experimental evidence suggests that the islet B cell is the most likely cell of origin of insulinomas, while the duct endocrine cell should be considered if rearrangement of the pancreatic parenchyma occurs. Data on the genetic background of insulinomas suggest that the B cell tumor development may result from alteration of several genes, including the multiple endocrine neoplasia type 1 (MEN1) gene.